
                         
 

Structural Engineering Emergency Response 

(SEER) Training

SEA-WI is proud to announce that Structural Engineering Emergency Response (SEER) Training 

will be offered on Friday, March 6, 2020.  Space is limited for this opportunity, and we anticipate 

that spots will go quickly.  Register now to ensure you have the chance to participate!    

 

This training will follow the guidelines of the California Office of Emergency Services (CalOES) 

Safety Assessment Program (SAP), based on ATC-20/45 methodologies and forms. The SAP 

training course provides engineers, architects and code-enforcement professionals with the basic 

skills required to perform safety assessments of structures following disasters.  Licensed design 

professionals and certified building officials will be eligible for SAP Evaluator certification and 

credentials following completion of this program and submission of required documentation. 

 

The training will be conducted live and in person by Douglas L. Fell, PE of the Minnesota Structural 

Engineers Association (MNSEA).  Doug is a CalOES Assessor, Coordinator and Instructor, and the 

managing principal of Structural Resource Center LLC. He was the lead structural engineer for the 

Minneapolis Metrodome roof collapse stabilization project.  Doug is the chairperson of the 

MNSEA SEER Committee and also serves on the NCSEA SEER Committee. 

 

SEA-WI is able to offer this training for only $75/person for SEA-WI members, and $125/person 

for non-members (see seawi.org for information on membership). The training is being hosted at 

Ambrose Engineering in Cedarburg, WI.  Due to the length of the training, both breakfast and 

lunch will be provided to all attendees and is included in the registration cost for the event.   

 

In addition to the CalOES SAP training, this event will also include an update on the SEA-WI SEER 

Committee.  Doug Fell will also speak about the MSEA SEER Risk Mitigation subcommittee which 

is developing risk management tools for working on emergency response projects and 

volunteering.  An update will also be provided regarding AIA-WI’s Rapid Assessment Strike (RAS) 

teams and the “Wisconsin Disaster Assessment Plan and Procedures” document that has been 

developed for implementation in future events.   

 

5.0 PDHs will be issued to participants.   The agenda is as follows:  

8:30AM to 9:30AM – Registration and Breakfast 

9:30AM to 12:15AM – Morning Training Session  

12:15AM to 1:00PM – Lunch 

1:00PM to 3:45PM – Afternoon Training Session  

3:45PM to 4:30PM – SEA-WI SEER / MNSEA SEER / AIA-WI RAS Updates 

 

 This is a unique opportunity to get some great exposure to information and resources regarding 

routine and/or damage assessment after a disaster. Sign up today to reserve your spot!  

 
 NOTE:  If you are a SEA-WI member who already has an active CalOES registration and would like to 

provide your contact information to AIA-WI to be contacted in the event of an opportunity to help respond 

to a future event, please contact seer@seawi.org for instructions.  Also, please note that the CalOES SAP 

registration does expire over time; if you have an identification card from completing a prior training, 

check the card to see how much longer you have until you need to take a refresher course.    
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Additional Information 

 

The CalOES SAP Evaluator training is beneficial to anyone that performs site observations, 

assesses damage or determines the need for further assessment of damage. This may include 

architects, engineers (all disciplines), building inspectors, building officials, city engineers and/or 

technicians, government officials, property managers, and others that would benefit by gaining 

the knowledge and understanding of appropriate steps to be taken. The training gives 

recommendations on how to properly respond to disasters, big and small. The most common 

disasters for our local structural engineers to respond to are small impacts upon structures, such 

as vehicles into buildings/columns and other minor movement and/or damage of structures. This 

is one of the best single sources of training for anyone that is responding to any kind or size of 

disaster or just doing standard field observations.  Some information the program covers:  

  

1. Understanding of the Incident Command System (ICS) which is the basis for government 

responding to disasters and a model for private consultants responding to disasters.  

2. How to deal with the presence of others at a scene such as government agencies, 

insurance companies and the news media and others.  

3. What evaluators should and should not be doing.  

4. Terminology that is used when responding to disasters. 

5. Earthquake effects, windstorm effects, impacts, explosion effects, flood effects, fires. 

6. The use of ATC-20 (Applied Technology Council) and ATC-45 for performing assessment.  

7. Standard placards that may be used for marking assessed structures, INPECTED (green), 

LIMITED ENTRY (yellow), UNSAFE (red) and the criteria to properly use them. 

8. Discussions on “collapse zones” or “fall zones”. When to require them, how to define.  

9. The differences between “Rapid Evaluations”, “Detailed Evaluations” and “Engineering 

Evaluations” and when to require them. 

10. Filling out ATC evaluation forms.  

11. Evaluation procedures. 

12. Access to unsafe buildings for performing evaluations. 

13. Requirements for occupancy after evaluation.  

14. Evaluation of commercial buildings, residential structures, mobile homes, historic 

structures.  

15. Lifeline systems and facilities, (critical components of a community’s infrastructure), 

airports, roads, bridges, pipelines, pump stations, reservoirs/tanks, wastewater 

treatment plants, water treatment plants.  

16. Field safety, (safety protocols, environmental, hazardous materials, buddy system, 

spotter system and more).   

17. Stress of those working in the disaster area.  

18. Universal structures/hazards marking system.  

19. Materials and equipment suggested for evaluations.  

20. Risk mitigations while performing evaluations, (as a hired individual, as a hired firm, as a 

volunteer, as a Good Samaritan)   
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The California Office of Emergency Services (CalOES) Safety Assessment Program (SAP) is highly 

regarded as a standard to train emergency second responders.  The SAP training course provides 

engineers, architects and code-enforcement professionals with the basic skills required to 

perform safety assessments of structures following disasters. Licensed design professionals and 

certified building officials will be eligible for SAP Evaluator certification and credentials following 

completion of this program and submission of required documentation.   

  

The CalOES SAP Evaluator student manual will be provided with the program.  ATC20 and ATC45 

manuals are not required, but attendees who have these may find it beneficial to bring their 

copies with them for the training.  Those are available online: https://store.atcouncil.org/   

  

   

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

  

Q:  We don’t run off to earthquakes and hurricanes! Why should we take this training?   

A:  There is much more than earthquakes and hurricanes presented in this training. All types of 

natural and manmade damage scenarios are covered. The approaches and equipment used are 

applicable to all types of assessments.   

 

Q:  We don’t want to do work in California! Why should we take this training?   

A:  The information provided within this seminar is not limited to just California and is highly 

applicable for other locations.   

 

Q:  We never respond to a disaster! Why should we take this training?   

A:  Disasters come in all shapes and sizes and are not limited to huge hurricanes and earthquakes 

only. The most common type of “disaster” may be the call that you get from someone that a car 

has impacted a building or a forklift ran into a building column and they need help performing a 

condition assessment of the building to determine if it is safe to occupy the space.  

 

Q:  We feel we are already trained enough. Why should we take this training?   

A:  This training covers the proper way to perform assessment and covers equipment, 

procedures, safety and other factors. Most professionals will leave having learned something 

new or reinforcing something they already know.  If your training in this area has not been recent 

then you should consider taking this training to be exposed to the most recent approaches to 

performing these types of assessments. This training will present the most current established 

procedures and equipment to use for the performance of the assessments.  


